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ABSTBACT ^ * ^ ^ 

T^is report provides an overview of the cajcr progran 
activities for fiscal year 1978 and 1979 of the national Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) • It. is iBtended to gi.^e readers a clear 
idea of the structure and functions of iiCES and doea not present any 
actual ^ati^xcal data. The first section sunsarizes tie center's 
purppse and objectives. The next sections, describe the* core of 
statistical data.fros institutions and studej^ts that provide 
cross*sectional and trend infornation needed to address policy issues 
and to report on the status of American education. The final section \ 
describes the Center's statistical services. These services' include 
assiste^ncp to st>t6s to inprove' their datfi systens, anal.;sis' to 
transform data into information for pclic; use, and dissemination to 
make timely information available to many groups of users. The ' / - 
appendix lists estimated costs for' fiscal years 1978 and 1979. 
TAuthor/MLP) . • 
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Foreword 



The National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) is the primary Federal agency responsible 
for collecting, analyzing, and reporting "education 
. statistics /or planners and policynuikers at all Ifevels 
o^ government The Center also coordinates the data 
acquisition activities in the Education Division an4 
the Office* for Civil Rights to eliminate excessive 
detail and unnecessary^ or redundant information 
requests. 

This pubhcation pro\ades-an overview of the major 
program activities for fiscal years 1978 and 1979 that 
are>designed to fulfill NCES goals. It summarizes 
the Center's purpose, .^jbjectiyes, and program of 
education statistics. The report also describes the 
services the Center provides to.en^u^e the colltetion 
of accurate and uniform information, the interoreta- 
tion of the meaning and significance of that informa- 
tion, and the timely reporting of the information in^ 
forms most appropriate to the users. . * 

Part On&of this repc/rt contmns a statistical report 
on the condition of ciducation in the United States. 

We hope that this r^rt will be helpful to the r^der 
in understanding themformation and seryic^ availa- 
ble in the National Center for Education Statistics.' ' 



Marie D. Eldridge ' • 
• Administrator, National Center 
'/ for Education Statistics 
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NCES Purpose, ObJectlTes, 
and Current Strategies 



Purpose V. 
The National Center for EBifcation Statistics 
(NCES) is»the primary Federal agency responsiblfe 
for collecling and reporting statisticsT on (he con* 
dition of American education, analyzing thefir mean* 
ing and significarice, ^d assisting State and local 
education agenci^ to improve and automate their 
statistical systems. The Education Amendments of 
1976 also assigned the Center responsibility for: 

• coQj-dlnatiiig data acquisition activities of the Edu- 
cation Division and. the Office for' Civil Rights in 
order to eliminate excessiVfe detail and umlecessary 
or redundant information requests, 

• developing, implementing and operating a national 
vocational education data system (VEDS), and 

• ^ " ^ 

• conducting a continuing survey of the supply and 
demand for education personnel. 

NCES Objectives « - 

NCES has two major, objectives in the areas of 
education statistics and statistical services. These 
derive directly from the legislative authority in sec- 
tion 406(a) of the General Education Provisiofis 
Act: 



■ J 



Education Statistics^To/ develop and maintain a 
core of^education statistics on both institutions and 
students for monitoring trends in education and for 
providing infortnation to address pdticy issues. Such 
issues include*, problems of declining enrollipents; 
need for education personnel in specialized are^; 
financing of elementary-secondary and postsecon- 
dary education; access to And persistence in postsec-^ 
ondary education ^including minorities in higher 
e<lucatipn); relationship of education and work;^d 
growth or decline in achievement, especially in the 
basic skills. 

* 

Statistical Services — ^To develop a coordinated pro- 
gram of statistical services to users that will ensure 
the utility and usepf these education statfatics. These 
services inclu^e^assistance to States hi^lfeyeloping 
comparable data, bases/ analysis which clarifies the 
meaning of data for policy use, and disseminiadon of 
.timely and useful information to the public. 

Current Stategtes—Oreryiew ^ 
In order to achieve these objectives, the Center has 
developed a strategy to' carry put a balanced pip- 
gram combining collection of ^education statistics 
amt provision of statistii:^ service^ to users. *^ 

In mbid^year 1978 the Educatic^n Statistics program 
will emphasize extending the range of data avaQable 
on institutions and students. The eater's institu- 
tional data Systems in elementary-secondary educa- 
tion and vocation education will be expanded and 
refin^ with the installatipn of the first phases of the 
Gomidon Cote of Data (CCQ). ill elen^plftry-sec- 
opdafy education and of the Vocational^ucation 
DatikSystem (VEDS). ITie Penter will reassess the 
Higher. Education * General Information Survey. 
(HEGIS) to improve the coordination.b^tween Fed- 
^eral and State data needs and collections. Coverage' - 
of nonpublic schools will be included in the survey 
•bf school library media centers for the first time^ 



I 



Student dataVill also be enlarged with the addition 
of a new cohort to the Natibnal Longitudinal Study 
(NLS) in 1980. The new cohort provides the car 
\ pability to comp^e three liigh school cla^e^ 1972, 
1980, and 1982, a nd to compare graduates with 
dropouts. * ^ 



. Statistical Services wiU>increase to provide finance 
assistance to help States develop compatible data 

^ systems and to installXCD and VEDS. The Ceh- 
ter's program of an^ytical studies will focus on 
analyses of new and existing data bases and on. 
methodologicakstudies. A uSoified dissemination pro- 

, gram is being developed to make diata more acces- 
sible and more closely related to user needs. A major 

' component of the dissemination program is ^ the 
streamlining of data ^eduction ^^Hreduce the time 
between data collection and reporting. ' 

Assopiated with the development of NCES' pro- 
' ' «gram strategies is the overndvig concern -to reduce 
• paperwork problems in^ elements-secondary and 
. postseccndary education. Through the Education 
, ' Data Acquisition Council, NCES conducts formal 
reviews of present and proposed data acquisition 
activities in order to eliminate iexcessive detail and 
unnecessary or xedundant information equbts. In 
addition, NCES is designing a data item indexing 
system to identify redun^ciq3. The coniputer- 
' ^ based index will permit quick checks for di^lication 
\ of dat^ items in survey forms and enable requestors 
' to identify data from other sources where they may 
" ; already exist ' * • 





EdncatloirStttistics 



The primary objective of the Center's Education 
Statistics program is to. design and maintain a core of 
sta^tical di0ta.from institutien3>and students which 
will provide cross-sectional and trend information 

" needed to address policy issues and to report on the 
status of Americaa education. Hiese data provide 
basic informatioii used by Federal policymakers for 
assessing the impact of v^ous programs, analyzing * 
the (X)ndition of schools and institutions, determin- 
ing disparities in financing education, monitoring the 
compliance of educational institutions with ]^ederal 

• laws, and crosswiflking educational 'attainment with 
employment and other exf)erienc^ in adiilt life; 

It is important that the development of the data, core 
te^^ufficiently fixed* to permit trend analysis and 
flexible enoughNto address emer^g issues,^ com- 
prehiensive in that it includes all education levels and 
specific target groups and timely to ensure greatest 
utility and nyinimiim burden on respondents. 

- ^ 
The Education Statistics program provides informa- 
tion on eleme^tar^-secondary ,and postsecondary 
education as well the major resources which 
facilitate learning. Data are collected irom' education , 
institutions andagencies oa enrollments, stafT, and 
finances; from students on participation in, and the 
impact of, education programs; and from libraries 
and educational b|roadcasting stations on stafiing, 
finances, and services. 

While NCBS maintains, this data core' through an 
^ ongoing program. x)f surveyd and special studies, 
NCES also has th^ cipability for rapid data collec- 
' tion and disseminatioii. By means of the Fast Re- 
sponse Survey System, the Center provides nation- 
ally representative data in appr6ximately 3 months 
on new poUcy-related issues, . , 

Institmional surveys of elementary-secondary and 
postsecondary education and libraries, which pro- 
vide the basic-information necessary for establishing 
trends and describmgt the stattts of education, are 
'described in^the section w(hich follows. 



Ii^tutio^ t>ata 
Common Core of Data (CCD) ' 
The Common -Core of Data is a cooperative 
Federal-State data system designed to provide com- 
prehensive data on enrollments, staff, finances,^an3 
facilities of public elementary and secondary 
schools.^ State, agencies, through the Council of 
Chief State Sctool Offecers, have agreed to produce 
the State and local data required .by CCD. Even- 
tually replacing the Elementary-Secondary General 
Information System (ELSEGIS), which provides 
State-aggregated data, CCD >Vill collect aggregate 
data for each loCTPschool system from the State 
education agenci^. Full installation of CCD will 
require.several years because States must adapt their 
jrecprd systems, to standard terminology and defini- 
tions contained in NCES handbooks. Financial as- 
sistance is^provided to State education agencies to 
reimburse them for the costs of compiling and 
reporting th^ data 

CCfe represents a Comprehensive effort to improve 
the scope, qtiality, and timeliness of information on 
the Nation^s educational system. It will provide data 
on 16,000 local education agencies, making possible 
comparisons among school districts within a State or 
aAiong those with similar characteristics among 
Statbs^ These data are vital for measuring disparities 
an^ong local agencies in raising revenues for school 
support, for making accurate enrollment projections 
to guide allocation of Federal resoifrces, and for 
conductiag a wide variety^ of analytical studies to 
^monitor the condition of education. 



The (&ta base des^ aiid field testior CCD were 
completed in 1977. Durifig 1977-78 local education 
agency data on enrollments by grade and on staf!ing 
by assignment are being collected, an'd States are 
supplying reports, on State education agency oper- 
ations. In 1980 States will begin^^faa§ing in the 
financial component of CCD, with full implementa- 
tion expected for fiscal year 1981. Until that time, 
schooj finance data will continue to be collected by 
State totals^ ^d from school districts through the 
Census of Governments conducted by the Bureau of 
the Census. The latter, while providing useful data, 
not provide the array of finance 4Ata currentiy 
needed for ^licy decisions. With CCD, the required 
, school finance data will be collected for all school 
systems and a^egated at the State level. 

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities: 

• Collect a portion of the CCD system for all public 
elementary and swndary schools in the' form of 
local educational agency aggregates suj)plied by 
State agencies* • 

• Collect State education agency (SEA) data on 
operations^ including revenues,, expenditures^ and 
staCfs'of SEAs. • * 




Year 1979 Plans: 
•Implement the' 1978-79 CCD, which be^ the 
process of assimilaBng ELSEOIS (described beloW) 
into the ovefall CCD system. . 



■ V ' . - V • 

Elementary^jSecondary General 
Information System (ELSEGIS) . 
Up to the present time, the several parts of 
^^EGIS have been the primary instruments for 
collecting basic data on pu^ic elementary and sec- 
"^ondary education in the United States and outlying 
areas. ELSEGIS will Eventually be replaced by 
CCD; for the next year at least it will oVerlap CCD 
to permit verification of the accuracy of CCD data 
and to allow some States more time to install the 
new system. ELSEGIS acquires data aggregated at 
the State level on pupils, st£^, finances, and facilities 
in public elementary and secondary schools: Data 
are obtained through contracts with State education 
agencies (S^As) which actually carry out the data 
acquisit^n, editings and coxppilation for the NCES 
survey. These^contracts ar6 mtended to reimburse 
the States for the incremental costs of tabulating and 
comp^g the data into NCES formats. Data are 
obtained from the State agencies primarily in State- 
alggregated form. Statistics collected by the. Bureau 
of the Census and the Equal^Employment Opportu-^ 
nity CommisSon'are also used in the ELSEGI^ data 
base. . • . , * 

^ Fiscal Year* 1^78 Activities:' 

• Collect -SlgA^aggregated statistics, on the, number 
of school^tricts, schools, pupils, revenues, expend* 
.itures, and staff employed dui:ing the 1977-78 school 
year. ' ' , ^ 

• Publish reports ^ similar 1976-77 data, ^ 

• Continue tQ wo% on a 20-year trend study based 
on the f|^ statistics of public schools. 

. r * ' 

^^iscal Year 1979 Plans: 

, • Be^ phasing ELSEOIS into CCD. 

• Collect data on the 1978-79 school ^ear and pub- 
^ lish rej^rts o;i the 1^77-*78 data* 



>. 
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Schbol Finance Survey 

The^wyiual survey of local education agencies is 
conducted jointly by NCES and the Governments 
Divisioli of the Bureau of the Census. It provides 
data on rcfceipts by source (includmg the distributiori 
of Federal funda by major programs), and on ex- 
^penditufes by purpose. Data are collected from 

• school districts by the Bureau of the Census on a 
report form developed jointly by £he two«agencies. 

. Usually, data are collected from a sample of approxi- 
matelv 6,100 loc^ public school sysfems; however, a 
complete cepsus is being taken for the Census of* 
Governments' for liscal year 1977. 'flie Common 
Core of Data will replace this survey in the 1980's. 

^ Fiscal Year 1978 Acti^dties: 

• CoHect fiscal year 1977 fmance data for all school 
districts. . A ' • > 

' Fiscal^ear 1979 Plans: • . ' - 

• Cpliect fisc^ year 1978 fihtoce data from a sample 
of school distncts.* ' 

Nonpublic School Survey . 

The Office of Eaucatibn, NCES, and the private , 

sector have periodically cooperated in suyveys of* 

, nonpublic schools, most recently in 1970. However, 
yntil NCES began to collect consistent and recur- 
ring data on nonpubhc schools tor the school ^ear 
1976-77, thereShjid^ been no systematic. Federal 
schfWulc of surveys' m this* important area of the 
elementary-secondary school system, esftimated at 10 
percent of the total enrollment. NCES planar^ * 
collect ^data on enrol^mentr^taff,^and finances an- 
nually in nonpublic schools to complement the ^m-'^ 
mon core of elementary-sedbndary data (CCD). The 
nonpublic school survey and CCD . will provide 
complete plementary-secondary school data to help 
plannei^ft ' and .policymakers to monitor trends, 
particularly on ti^t^pulation shifts between public 

- and nonpublic schools; to estimate the liumber of 
nonpublic students who are eligible to participate 
intbder^y ftmded services and programs; and ^ to 
mak^ more accurate enrollment prelections'* ' 



Fiscal Year 1978 Activities: ' * 

• Complete the report on the nonpublic school base 
^ year survey (1976-77) and administer the 1977-78 

survey. . * 

Fiscal^ear 1979 Plans: / - J . 

t Administer the 1978-79 survey and complete the 
1977-78 report. 

Survey of Secondary School Courses 
and Enrollments ' ' 

Stirveys of course offerings and enrollments in pub* 
lie secondary schook have historically served a 
useful role in educalional policymaldng. Sirfbe 
releasing- >the yiitial report in 1890, the Office of 
Education has at irregular intervals conducted a 
number of such s^eys^ the most recent being for 
the 1972-73 school year. These purveys have pro- 
vided detailed data on secondary Wel.coursesipnd\ 
the number of students enrolled in them. Current 
data on cour^ and numbers of students enrolled are 
in demand because schools have redefined, n^odified, 
expanded, and eliniinated many courses during the 
past decade in an effort to make them more compati- 
bly with student needs and more relevant to current 
economic and societal conditions. 

During 1978 and 1979 NCES will design a national 
sample suryey of secondary schools and student^ in 
grades 7 through 10 to di|cument course content 
bo^ in public and nonpublic schools. The survey to 
be administered^ in 1980 will cover all curriculum 
areaS; Data >^'be related to the demographic and 
socioeconomic characteristics of enrollees, the de- 
gree of emphasis 0(i basic life Skills^ and ^e extent of 
elective yer^ required course oiFerings. ' 

' ^ ' . ' 

Fiscal Year 1978 Acti^^es: ' 

• Detehnine specifications for the desjgn of a Ion-* 
gitudinal study of secondary school cqj^^rses 

, enrollments. 

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans: * 

• Initiate the first phase of the* comprehensive, na* 
tional survey. • * " 



Education^ Personnel. , ^ 
The training, wotk situations, and job markets for 
teachers are all undergoing changes. The Education 
Amendments .of 1976 mandate NCES to conduct 
recurring surveys on the supply of and demand for 
educational personnel, and to report annually to the 
Congress on- ^eas of need. In^978 and 1979 NGES ' 
wSl conduct a series of studies which focus on key 
components of the supply and demand for- teachers 
^ and administrators. ' 1 • - 



Surveys of Supply of Educatioh Personnel— In 1975 
NCES 'surveyed teacher training institutions to ob- 
tain data on the ntimbel^ofprospective teachefs. A 
study will ,be admini^teired in fall 1978 to obtam 
informaticb from institutions of higher education on . 
the number o( individuak who have completed a 
program in teaching o^ scjiopl, administr^ation be- 
tween July 1, 1977 and June. 30, 1978, and an' 
estimate ot those wWf> will complete a program 
between Ju)y 1, 1978 and June 30, 1979. Information 
bli the nuipber of graduates adcJedto^tKe teacher 
supply is obtained on a biennial^h|^^thro\igh the 
Center's, survey Qf^ecent coUeg^Hpduates. Data . 
are collected from a representative^jmple pf recent 
college graduates who received a badielor's or mas- 
ter's de|;ree the preceding ye^ to determine the", 
emplpyment and" education status of &ese ^aduates. ' 
Among t^e data provided are the number oC'Jgradu- 
ates who feceivwj teaching positions by field. Sut-^ 
veys of the 1976-77 anfl 1978-79 ^adpates wiirbe 
^the second and third, 'flius enabling pliers to 
monitor teacher supply over the past 6 yeto;'Thete ^ 
data*will al^^address the demand component by 
indicating th^ fields in which newly qualifiedl te^ch- - 
ers ot>taiiied raploymeht. 

' ^ . ^ ^^^iscal Vear 197? Plans: 



Surveys of Demand for ^d$icptional Personnel— 
NCES^ is also conducting s^eral' studies whiqh 
provide impdrtant information on the demand for 
teachers anfl administrators. In fiscal year ,1978 
N^ES surveyed school districts through^ the Cen^ 
ter's fast Response Survc^y System (tTlSS) to iden- 
tify teacher shortages (the number oJF position open-, 
ifigs for which qualified teachers could net be 
found), the demand for new school administrators, * 
and the fields for which the depiand for teachers and 
administrators will grow within the next 5 years. 
NCtS plans to keep this information^ current, A 
second and more comprehel^siye survey of school 
districts >yill be ma^e in 1979 to update amf expand 
the data on teacher shortages and ih^ future demand 
for teachers and administrators. 



Another study is being^nlidered in which a sample 
of teachers* and' administrators will be s\irvey^ to 
collec|*informatiM not available from 9ther 5P*urces 
on th$ number gjf teachears hired fron^, the teacher 
reserve pool, tJfe nimiber who liave been certified in 
^. new field and who aiie teaching^ in thaf'field 
^netraiiiing), the nur^er who have changed their 
teazling locatiQn,^^d ' thfc number certified and 
employed as scHodl administrators. 



Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:. • ^ , 
• Administpr*the,FRS5Vrvey to determine current 

demand. 

titufions of higheir educa- 
prospective ^che^ and 





adi 

p a survey 
number 



administrators. 

• Administer the survey of 1^76-77 SoHege gradu- 
ates, wJiich includes dat^ on the number c^rt^ed^.to 
teach tnd the number actually einployed as teachers. 



•P^ign th^ survey t)f 197^-79 college .gi^iduates 
for aaminjstrktion in^fiscal year, 1980. . , 
•J^pdate and expand th^ ii^ormaition -obtained rroin 
the FKSS survey to determine t^ai|fter/ad 
shortages and emerging ^niand.' 

• AdtniniSte^'a survey of employed teachefs and 
admmistratqrs to detemi&e numbets hired from, the 
re^rve- pool, numbers jg^mned for other assijgn- 
fii^ts, and mobility (teffll^).. v 

• Complete 'the statistical reporjs oT- the .surveys 
conducted 4n 1978. ' ; r ^ . • 




Higher Education General Information 
. Survejr(IBEGK> 
Since 19^,. HEGIS, the Center's collegiate data , 
collection system^ has brought into a single, coordi- ^ 
nated package all the institution-^ased surveys for ' 
entire aca4emic years. The system; which incluik^ a 
complete census of public and private institutions of 
higl\er education, provides basic data on a regular 
schedple for responding tolnirrent issuer -and for 
comparing and projecting trends. The data are us^ 
by plannen(, analysts, ^nd researchers in Federal and 
State agencies, higher education associations, policy 
and research agencies, and institutions of higher 
education. , ^ 

Office for Civil Rights (OCR) compliance data on 
student enrollment and degrees earned in instijtuti6n& 
of higher eiducation were incorporated into the 
HEOIS system for •the first time in 1976. This / 
eliminates duplicate data collection and increases the ^ 
.depth and ytility of the HEGI$ data base for an- 
alysts and planners, ^ • • 

The following JHEGIS sm^eys are administered 
^annually: institutional characteristics, opening falf 
enrollment, degrees and other awards, employees* 
salaries and tenure, and revenues and expenditures. 
Data needed by OCR are incorporated 'Ifitp .the 
enrollment and degree surveys every other^year, one 
year for enrollment and the next ior de^ees.' The 
data on adfft/con&iuing education and academic 
libraries also 'alternate with each other."^ Surveys of 
institutional facilities are scheduled" ovei; longer 
periods. A feasibility study of higher education 
facilities pladng particular emphasis on accessibility 
fbr the^ handicapped will be made in the fall of 1978, 
with the full-scale survey planned for 1979 or 1980. 



Fiscal Year 1*978 Activities.' 

• Prepare reports for surveys administered in fiscal 
year 1977. 

• Adm^dster HECIS surveys and survey of adult 
and continiiing>^ucation. 

• Conduct feasibility study of higher education 
facilities, with particular emphasis on accessibility 
for the haii^ioapped. 

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans: ^ 

• Prepare reports for surveys administered in fiscal 
year 1978. . ^ ■ 

•Administer HEGIS surveys iit the fiscal year 1979 
cycle. ^. 

"SrConduct full-scale study of higher education facili- 
ties. ' 4 

; i ' / 

Vocational E4ucadon 

The^ocational education data collection program 
includes the new Vocational Education Data System 
^VEDS), which was mandated by ^.L. ^4-482, and 

^the biennial'survey of noncollegiate posts^ndary 

^'schools with occupational programs. 

. . J 
Vocationdl Education Data System (^£Z>Sj— Work 
on VEDS began in fiscal year 1977 with the devel- 
opment of stjatrdard terminology and identification 
of itfems that would pto^Mc the legislatively re- 

. 'quired information: stud^ enrollment, programs, 
progrm completeii and leavers, staff, fa^^ties, and 
expenditures in all public secondary and ^tsecon- 
dary schools.^This work, completed in fScil year 
.1977, was followed by design of a Afield test being 
conducted in fiscal year 1978. The system will be 

.compafible as much as possible^vrith State occupa- 
tional information systepis which will yield data on 
employment. Thus, used together, the two systems 
contribute to a continuous assessment pf occupa- 
tional supply and demand. 
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VEDS comprises two major functional elements: (1) 
a reporting/ system to enable data aggregated at the 
State level' to be transmitted to the Federal level, 
and (2) an accounting system whiijp establishes 
recordkeeping ^dards at tjie local and State ley- 
els. The reporting system is designed to 
supersede meone currently administered by the 
Bureau of. Occupational and Adult Education 
(BOAE) in the U.S. Office of Education. 

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities: 

• Complete the VEDS field test in nine States. 

• f)^i^ manuals and conduct training sessions for 
the implementation of VEDS. 

• Install the components of the accounting system 
needed for fiscal year 1979 data collection. 



Fiscal Year 1979 Plans: 
♦ Collect and verify State-aggregated 
participants and programs and initiate 
employer followup activities. 



data on 
student/ 



Survey of Postsecondary Schook with Occupational 
Programs— In recent years, increasing attention has 
been given to noncoUegiate postsecondary schools. 
The career training provided by the^ mstitutions is 
recognized 'as an unportant national asset *and the 
production of skilled workers by these schools is 
/important in' determining labor supply-demand ra- 
^ tios. Early in the 1970's NCES began a series of 
surveys, to learn more about these schools, their 
occupaticmal programs, and their students. Approxi- 
mately 9|ObO public and private schools wifh oc- 
cupational progr'ams are surveyed every other year 
' to obtain mformation on selected characteristics. 
The data, together with the IffiGIS data pn 2-year 
colleges with occupational programs, establish a 
basic universe of postsecondary institutions with 
occupational programs from which samples may be 
drawn for s^ial studies. A sample of approxi- 
mately one-fourth of the scliodls receives ar longer 
form requesting more derail on programs, enroll- 
ments, completions, and staff for the preceding 12^ 
months. Na^onal estimates are developed froA these ^ 
data which help to provide information on personnel 
supply to meet national manpower needs, to deter- 
mine eligibility for Federal and other programs, and 
' to assist planners, an4^ policymakers by providing 
information on 4he npncollegiate sector of postsec- 
K ondary education. The survey and HEGIS data on 
2-year institutions supifly the information^ for the 
Directory of PosHecondary Schools With Occupational 
Programs^ The sample survey fiimishes the. data for a 
descriptive report on the characteristics of 
noncollegiate postsecondary schools. , 

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities: 

• Administ^" the 1977-78 survey. 

• Publish the descriptive report of 1975-^76 data on 
noncollegiate postsecondary schools. 

Fiscal Year 1979 Flans: / „^ . - 

• Publish the Directory of Postsecondary Schools With 
Occupational Programs, Wl-JS. 

•Prepare the 1977t78 report describing the char- 
* acteristics of noncollegiate postsecondary schools.^ 



Learning Resources 

NCES provides data on rjwources designe4 to facili- 
tate learning. These include national data on all 
types* of libraries (college and university, public, 
school, and special) and on educational broadcasting 
programs. The data are used by Federal and State 
plapners, professional associations, wjblishers, media 
and microfilm probiicers, and scnool and institu- 
tional administrators! 

Library General Information Survey (LIBGIS)— The 
Federal Government has collected data on libraries 
for nearly 110 years. In 1966 NCES, through the. 
American Library Association, developed a core 
vocabulary of standard terminology and definitions 
for libraries which NCES is updating and expanding 
in 1977 and 1978. In the early 1970*s NCES negoti- 
ated with State agencies to collect and report data to 
meet the needs of planners and policymakers for all 
types of hT)raries. The outcome m 1974 was a unified 
dat^^ collectipn program known as LIBGIS, de- 
signed to acquire data over a 5-6 year period on 
staiOT) collections and holdings, services, cooperative 
interin>rary arrangements, facilities, and expendi- 
tures for the various types of libraries. These inven- 
tories for the most part have been completed and 
will b^ periodically updated. In 1978 the survey of 
public* school Ubraries will be updated to determine 
how extensively the library-media center cQncept 
has been adopted; m 1979 the survey will be admin- 
istered for the first time ^o nonpublic schools^^ Start- 
ing in 1979, the college and university survey will 
also be conducted on a t^ennial cycle. 



In 1978 and i9p a stud/v^l ^;cpand the library data 
base to include st^(j[ard|zed terms mid definitions 
regarding prdgraiuSiJ personnel, ana users of the 
library, and the use^qf technology such as computers 
and data bascp. Surveys will be made to obtain, 
information on public library services, including 
nontraditionM media such as educational film, art, 
music, and lecture progruns, and on selected char- 
acteristics of those who use* the services. A survey 
will also be. made of staff qualifications and future 
personnel lyjeds,/ both professional and 
paraprof^onal, to, provide more precise informa- 
tion for estimating library budgets at all levels of 
govemp^ent, and for estimating enrollment in the 
500 graduate and undergraduate information science 
programs. - 

Fiscal Yto 1978^*Xctivitiesr ^ 

• Complele the study of automated and computer- 
ized; library networks, .an organizational mode to 
facilitate ^rvices among libraries for efficient pio- 
ce^ing, ^Sftorage, and dissemination .of the mass of 
print and nonprint materials presentiy available. 

Complete the studies of Federal and Statfe libraries. 

• Administer the study of public school library me- 
diji centers. ' 

• Administer a feasibility study for a^ first-time sur- 
vey .of public library services and the demographic 
characteristics of tI;ose who use the services. 

• Update terminology and definitions common to all 
types of libraries. 

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:"" 

• Administer the first-time survey of nonpublic 
school library media centers. 

• Administer the fuU-scyle study of public library 
jas^nland services. J 

• Complete the library terminology and definitions 
project. 

• Adihinister a survey of personnel needs in ike 
different types of libraries. 

• Administer the biennial survey of libraries in col- 
leges and universities as part of the HEGIS and 
LIBGIS system^. 
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Education Broadcasting: Public Television, Radio, and 
Other HeUUt'-'SintQ 1970, NCES and the Corpora- 
tion for Public Btoadcasting (CPB) have 
cos^nsored a data collection program pertaining to 
public television and radio. In 1977 JNCES and CPB 
cqsponsored a study on the availability and utiliza- 
tion of television (pxiblic, conunercial, closed-circuity 
etc.) and other technology in elementary and sec- 
ondary schools and on administrator an^l^teacher 
attitudes toward these technologies. Preliminary re- 
sults available from the 1976-1977 survey indicate 
that IS million elementary and secondary students 
regularly received instruction from some 727,000 
teachers who used instructional television (TTV), 
defined as any in-school use of television for 
instructional purposes. These results, which indicate 
widespread use and enthusiasm for ITV, suggest the 
value of monitoring trends in this area. Results of the 
ITV utilization stu^y will be used by ^PB and the 
Office of Education to assist ifi the pluming, adminr 
istration, and implementation of educational televi- 
sion programs. Comparisons of selected questions 
from the 1977 data with questions from a prior study 
conducted in 1970 will be made. 

/ 

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities: 

• Report results of ITV utilization survey. 

• Conduct study \)f superintendent, principal, and 
teacher attitudes towards use of ITV. 

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans: ' 

• Conduct a feasibility srtudy to convert the ITV 
utOization survey intcf a rocurrwit survey. 
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Student Data 

NCES collects data on student characteristics and 
.performance through special studies in response to 
persistent Federal concerns about educational serv- 
ices ind student needs, student performance, and ^ 
transition/from school to work. Studies include long- ' 
itudinal /Surveys which follow a single group of 
students over a period of time, and recurrent surveys 
which study a^ representative national sample of 
students on a regularly scheduled basis. Prpjects 
which will collect data on students in fiscal years 
1978 and 1979 are described below. 

School Enrollment of Children 
Aged 3 to 5 Years- 

NCES is monitoring the inc/easing preprimary 
enrollment in the United §^tes through tbe Bureau 
of the Census current popidation survey (CPS). The 
data provide the basis for regional and national 
estimates ofpreprimary enrollment related to a num- 
ber of socioeconomic factors: age and race of child, 
geographic region, metropolitan or, other area, pub- 
lic or private school, family income, and occupatioi^ 
and education of household head. , 

In recent years increasi^ emphasis has been placed 
on introducing children'^ to formal j^ucation before 
age 6. The data from 1964 through 1975 have shown 
increased participation in preprimary education, 
even though the population of children aged 3 to 5 
years has declined somewhat since the late 1960's. 

National Longitudinal Study (NLS) 
The NLS provides continuously updated, 'national 
^data on the education, job training, and vocational 
histories of nationally representative samples of 
young people. It repdrts on the extent to which 
career plaM and aspirations persist imd are even- 
tually friiniled; person characteristics of those 
choosmg various kmds of postsecondary education 
fiiid occupations; impact of Federal funds on educa- 
tional participation and attainment; and the extent to 
^yhich educational experiences prepare youth for. 
work* ^ V 



The study began in the sprii^ 197? with a survey^ 
of high school seniors ji^ the class (tf 1972. A student 
qu^onnaire, a battery of Verbal and nonverbal 
aptitude t^ts, a schpol questionnaire, a cpUiiselor 
questionnake, and ^hool reddrds furnished data on 
a nationally reprc^ntitive panel of s^nicBfs from a 
sample of 1,200 publip and ''nonpublic secondary 
schools.* Representatives frpni educational organiza- 
tions and the social sciences and many Federal users ' 
of the data contributed -to tbe^roject desi^. 

In the fall of 1973, a foUowup survey of the partici- 
pants in jthe 1972i^san](ple obtained, information on 
their post-high school educational and work activi- 
ties. Second tod third foUowup surveys were made 
in the fall of 1974 and 1976, and a fourth foUowup 
survey is planned for the faU of 1979. 

NCES is completing plans for the addition of two 
new -cohcfrt? to the ,NLS— 1980 sophomores and 
1980 sepiors. These aew cohorts will provide the 
first complete opportunity to foUow participaAts m 
the^ Basic Education Opportunity Grants program, 
to acquire data on high school dropouts and how 
they farfe life, and to examine the. high school 
proce^ in delation to postsecondary attainment and 
caree; chojbe. ^ . 

Kscal Yjear 1978-Activities: 
#?repfaie' instruments for a field test Of the fourth 
' followiJ) survey of the class of 1972. 
#, Complete the survey design and the instruments to 
he^useA in the field test of the base year siirVey for 
the l^Ub^^cohbrts to be added to NLS in 1980. . 

Fjsca(year 1979 Plans: 
f Pr^Sbthe instruments for the fourth foUowup of 
.the^fess of 1972 ana^e base year purvey of the new 
study. Both sbrveys wiU be administered in fiscal 



National Assessinent of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) 

NABP is the only national data base on the educa- 
tidnal attainments of young. Americans which pro- 
vides a comprehensive and' syateniatic measure of 
studejit performance in v^ous.^ubject and skiU 
areas.*Initiated m 1969, NAEP assesses knowledge 
and skills of students ages 9, 13, 17, and of young 
adults (aged 26^to 35) in some years. The project 
focuses on two main questions: (1) What is the 
•educational attanunent in the major schoofiUbjects 
of various population groups in the United States? 
(2) What are the changes, if any, in attainment over 
time ui ttese subjects? NAEP has produced evi- 
dence of imequdaclHevement among various stu- 
dent groups for d&ferent geographical regions in the 
United^States and for different time periods.^ 

Analyses report changes in performance over time 
by radal/ethnic group and sex, and by factors such 
as geographic region, size and type of community, 
and level of parental education. Information about 
knowledge, understandings, sl3ls,^d attitudes in 
the areas of science", citizcn$hip/socidl studies^ math- 
ematics, reading, writmg, literature, art/music, and 
special probes such as career and occupational de- 
velopment, consumer skills, >and basic |ife skills are 
Emrrently avaUable. 



NAEP results have been widely reported and have 
increased .public awareness about student perfonn- . 
anoe and the outcomes of education. Thirty-two 
.States and a number of local education agencies are- 
using the materials, {Procedures, and findings fpm 
the prelect to conduct thdr own assesSn^nts. The. 
data, are also utilized by national teachei^^ associ- 
ations for consideptions of curriculimi and teaching 
improveidents iifmatheniatics, English, and social 
studies^ 

Fisc^ Year 1978 Activities: ^ , 

• Administer the second assessment of mathematics 
for ages 9, 13, and 17. ^ 

•Administer the first assessmeitt of consumer skilly 
for age 17. r ' ^ 

• Complete' re|>orts on the third assessment of sci- 
ence for all four age groups and the fii:st assessment 
of basic life skills for age 17. 

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans: 

•Analyze data acquired from the assessments eon- 
ducted in fiscal, year 1978 and qontinue |)r^ent 
assessment'schedule.' 

Characteristics of Students in Noncollegiate 
Postsecondary^chobls . ^ 
NCES Qpnducted a study of students enrolled in 
noncollegiate postsecondary schools fpr the first 
time in 1977 to determine their perceptions of oc- 
cupational training experiences. These .data are col- 
lected biennially because of t^e. importance in 

> providing the education- cpmmunity and public With 
ap*to-date information on- occupational programs 
and in providing business and industry with trend 
data on the kinds of training provided IgrvarioUs 

• occupations^ ^e second purvey VfUl bem^e in 
1979. As icMhe first surveyt'schools will be sampled 
to provide*Tcpr^ntation by type of school an^ 
program offered. Trom ^ sample a nationiEU rep^ 
sentative sample of students will be drawn. 
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Student profiles are derived from data on student 
and parental educational background, sex/racial/ 
ethnic group, military' status, work exj)erience, past 
and current occupational trainuj^ experiwices, rea- 
sons for selecting the program^ and career plans. 

Fiscal 1978 Activities: ' 

• Design survey and instruments for sftudy of char- 
acteristics of students enrolled in noncollegiate post- 
secondary schools in 1978-79. . » 

• Publish report on students enrolled in noncollegi- 
ate "postsecondary schools m 1976-77. , i ^ / 

<^ 

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans: 

• Administer the, 197j8-79 survey. 

Participation in Adult Education 
Through the Bureau of the Census current popula- 
tion survey, administered triennially since 1969, 
'NCES monitors and reports^on adult participation in 
education during the precedinig 12 months. Data are 
collected on the types of activities in which adults 
participated, reasons for^garticipating, degree of 
satisfaction *wth the. activities, and basic demogra- 
phic data such^as educational and occupational back- 
ground,, sex/age/racial/ethnic group, and veteran 
Status. » 

In. 1975 over 17 million adults who were not full- 
tune students in l^gh school or college participated 
in adult education as opposed 4o 13 million.in 1969, 
an incre^ of over 30 percent. 

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities: 

• Contract with the Census Bureau to collect data 
through the May supplement of the current popula- 
tion survey. 

Fiscal Yea^ 19^9 Plans: 

• Prepare the report of the 1978 survey. ' * 
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. statistical Serrlces . • 



•The Center's statislical services are design^ to 
provide accurate and timely data m fomKa^pro- 
; priate to users' needs. These services include assist- 
ance to States to improve their data systems, analysis 
to'transform data mto information for policy x»e, 
and dissemination to make t|mely mfoilnation availa- ' 
ble to many groups oLusfei^r 

^ «' * ^ 

Assistance , 

The assistance program is designed to develop com- 
' parable statistical systems which meet the needs for 
education planning and management at Federal, 
iState, and local levels. Th^ assistance pf^ogram is 
organized around acuities to achieve two objec- 
^ tives: (1) the develop&^nt and implementation of 
Federal-State-local data cores, and ^) the* develop- 
ment and improven^t* of State data systems. The 
specific projects in tfie pro-am result from a coop- 
erative planning effort which NCES engages m with 
the States> The Federal-State planning effort and 
• activities under each objective follow. 

* Federal-State Coordination and Planning 

NCES works closely with .Stafes m cooperative^ 
activities designed* to defme information ne^s, de- 
velop data standards, and, achieve greater consis- 
tency in those data requirements whe^e there* are 
J overlapping Federal-State interests. An important 
planning objective is to reduce bprden, redundancy, 
and excessively detailed reporting at the State and 
local levels in providing data to meejt Federal re- 
quirements. 
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At the elementary-secondary level. Federal data 
collection plans are reviewed and short- and long- 
range priorities for State , assistance activities are 
developed^cooperatively by NCES, and the Council 
of Chief State School Officers' Committee on Evalu- 
ation and Information Systems (CEIS). CEIS not 
only reviews dl survey instruments in advance* of 
their gomg mtd the field but also infonns the States 
\3f ihe data required by the Education Division in 
administering federally legislated programs. In fiscal 
year 1976, NCES established a postsecondary net- 
work with one representative from each State to 
foster F^eral-State cooperation and plajming in the 
area of data collection. By^ means of a contract with 
the State Higher Education Executive Officera 
Organizatioh (SHEEO), the SHEEO/NCES 
Communication Network provides a single mecha- 
nism for communication, cbordination, and coopera- ✓ 
tion between NCES and the States. 

With the expansion of postsecondary education in 
the IPeCs, there has been a recognition of the need 
fgr improved information systems to support plan- 
ning and managment. NCES ^ is .making a major 
effort to address this need by coordinating State and 
FederaL^data collection systems through the devel- 
o4||ient of a Federal postsecondary data core, and 
bjr supporting development of a State' core, known 
as the State ^vel lnfonnation Base (SLIB). SLIB 
was inititated in 1975 by \he National^ Center 
for Higher Education Manage^nent Systems 
(NCHEMS), with support of the.W. K. KeUogg 
Foundation, to provide data for making decisions 
about posts^ndary education at the State level. In 
1977, NCES contracted with NCHEMS to extend 
the SLIB effort to the development of a Federal 
postsecondary core. During fiscal year 1978 the 
proposed core will be revised to taJce account of 
recommenAitions from the SHEEpJ(T<CES IJIet- 
work, the Federal Advisory Committee on State • 
Statistics, and numerous institutions and institufi^iial ; 
assTOiation?. During fiscal year 1979,.general train-/ 
ing sessions on the Federal data core and SLIB will 
be available to all the States. ^ . : 



V^^ftdcral-State-Local Data' Cores 

yhe development of Federal-State-local data cores 
requires the use^f standard defuijtions and tenninoI-_ 
ogy as well as specifically .planifed activities >which 
etisur6, that data systeih^ are implemented as 
designed. Currently^ the major data systems efforts 
^ are installing the elementary-secondary common 
core of dfita (CCD) and the National Vocational 
Education Data System (VEDS). ^ 

The. NCES handbooks and manuals of standard 
definitions and terminology have long, provided the 
means to achieve c^parable data among State and 
local education agencies and institutions. Developed 
in cooperation with educatioiUd organizations and 
agencies, the handbooks and manuals contribute 
both to the improvement of ^tate and local data 
> systems and to the uniformity of statistical reporting. 
Recently, in the elementary-secondafy area, the 
handbook effort has been extended to include the 
training of State educatipn agency personnel in 
recordkeeping and fiscal accounting procedures. In 
fiscal year 1978 the financial accounting manuals 
wI^ch ^ovide the classification and procedures 
essential to record and report data for the finance 
modide of CCD are being updated. 3mall awards to 
States to assist in the development of financial rec- 
ord systems which support CCD data collection will 
be continued. In addition the .revised^ proi5erty 
accounting handbook is being •distributed and the 
handbook on>co^^unity information ipraucation is 
being completed. 

In fiscal year 1979, traiiiing in the application of 
handbooks to State and local record systems will be 
extended to the areas of property, student, and staff 
accounting. ' 

In fiscal year' 1978, at^tl^e postsecondary and adult 
education level, the handbook of terminology for 
adult^ccntinumg education wiU be 'complete, and 
work will begin on the instructional program taxon- 
' ^ omy. These activities upon completion will provide 
» some of the basic structure needed/or a common 
* core of data spanning vocational, postsecondary, 
' and adult educiition. 



During fiscal years 1978 and 1979, NCES will con- 
tinue the staged process to install various compor 
nents'of CCD and will take major steps to launch 
VEDS. Development of State capabilities to collect 
and report CCD and VEDS datd^require tiie dbvel- 
opment of materials and training programs for State 
personnel to acquire the skills necessary for collect- 
ing, processing,^ and maintaining accurate and pre- 
cise data. In fiscal year 1978'tiie VEDS field test in 
nine States will be completed, manuals designed, and 
training sessions conducted prior to beginning' 
recordkeeping in fiscal year 1979 and -full im- 
x:^ementation and collection in fiscal year 1960^ In 
fiscal year 1979 assistance will be provided to States 
to develop and qiaintain the capacity to supply sub- 
State (labor-market area) data on vocational educa- 
tion. It is anticipated that half the States will partici- 
pate in fiscal year 1979. 

In fiscal year 1978, the CCD was laSached With 
.State .reporting of local education ^agency enroll- 
ments by grade, and staffing by assignment. In fisc^ 
year 197^tates will begin^ phasing in the financial 
. component^ of CCD, with full implementation ex- 
pected for fiscal year 1981. Resources are provided 
to the States to produce the data required for the 
elementary-secondary common core. 
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Sjtate Data Systems 

NCES fosters the development of State data systems 
through a number of activities includin]^, conducting 
an annual seminar, which provides tndhing to im- 
proVe data production and utiHzation^ shartag^ tech- 
nical expertise among States through a personnel 

* exchange, And fundmg a modest program of grafts 
to support State capacity building. The State capac- 
ity building program,, inaugurated in fiscdl year 
1978; is designed to accelferatc the development of 
compatible State' statistical systems 6y providing ' 
States with funds to automate and. up^ade their 
statistical systems. States wiin>e given the opifortu- 
nity to propose projects critical to the improvement 
of their sy^ems. The Jdnds of projects which States 

.'may elect to pfoposa include in^allatioii of fonns 
management procedures, redesijjn of forms to facili- 
tate pomputer mamtenance of records, specifications 
for a computer based record system, installation of a 
data acquisition plan for local agency reporting, and 
development of data collection, editing, and reportr 
ing modules. * / ^ 

In addition, other activities include helping States tq 
plan, develop, and conduct assessm^^ programs 
; mtxleled after the National Assessment of Educa- 
tional Progress; support in fiscal year 1979 to a 
limited number of States to mstall teacher jsupply/ 
demand information systems; and support in fiscal 
years 1978 and 1979 for installation of collective 
bargaining information systems in selected ^States 
using a model developed in fiscal year 1977. 



Analysis ^ ' , ' 

Analytical studies clarify the meaning *lnd signifi- 
cance of statistics foe those who need information tcf 
,make policy decisions. Such studies gable more 
accurate assessment of Change, provide msights into 
the significance of data, and describe more fiiUy the 
education^ finterprise, and its participants by incor- 
porating demographic social, and economic data. 
The "NCES analysis program is directed toward 
examinmg data jfrom NC^*and non-NCES sources 
to prepare jeports on trends and critical ^ues, and 
on develojjmit^d utilizmg >new application^ of 
statistical Methodology to increase and exten(!Wata 

usefulness."^ X ■ , 

*>/ 

Descriptive and jfrend Studies . ^-^ 
Special analysesnvhich are being conducted in fiscal 
years 1978 anci%7SI wiff provide information^ with 
respect to educ&ons^ n^^, equal opportunity, fi- 
n^dd equity, quality, and future career mthijfln^ 
^lemfehiEffy-secondary ^ucation, analyses jfre being ' 
Conducted of the: (1) status of language minorities 
:t to their educational attainment, degree 
of English proficiency, leyel of ihcdme, and employ- 
mopt status; (2). supply and qualifications of educa- 
tion ^personnel available to work with language 
minorities in public schools; (3) d/sgree of success of 
federally-funded education programs in meeting the 
need for qualified teachers and school a^nin^tra- 
tors, particularly for language^minorities, econo:;ni- 
cally and academicall]^<Usadvantaged, handicapped, 
and in vocational and adult basic education; (4) 
enrollment/dropout s/btm and labor force participa- 
tion of high school students; (S) mpbility rates 
among students of different socioeconomic char- 
acteristics in elementary-secondary schools in 1970 
and 1977; (6) revenues an^ expenditurc»^of large city 
school'systems compared to those, of tHeir respective 
States;^ and (7)* levels of large city revenues and 
expenditures by selected demograpj^c.charactjsris- 

tics. » <% y 



In the area of postsecondary"educ»tioriSguialys^ arc? 
being conducted . of the: (1> social and ecoivomlc 
fectors which influence ^ participation of target 
^Oups (haiidicapped, language minorities, older 
adylts^ ethnic/^ci^minorities, women, and the eco- 
nomically disadvantaged) jon postsecondai7 educa- 
tion; (2) benefits of a college, education in terms of 
incpme, types of jobs, and stability of employment 
fiirtarget group members; (3) characteristic's of 
traditionally black institutions and of predominantly 
black institutions, ..including enrollment, degrees 
awarded, faculty, libjaries, and financial status, (4), 
characteristics of higher education institutions 
ac9eirding to th| proportion of students who are 
black; (5) financial condition of colleges ahd uJoiver- 
si^er^bcording to their «ize, type, control, and gee- 
^graphic location; and (6) distmguishmg characteris- 
tics of institutions of higher ^ucation which are 
experiencing' declinmg enrollments. 

A series of studies dravring on the- educational, 
vocational, and personal aevelopment of the high 
scibol class of 1972 will provide information on: (1) 
how high school experiwice effects postsecondary 
activities, (2) the relationship between -vocational 
training a^nd occupational attainment^ (3) access to 
^d persistence^ in postsecondary education for 
minority .and disadvantaged young people, (4) the 
availabUity of student financial aid and how students 
V'package** this*^ to pay for their education, (5) the 
impact of prior educational and occupation^ Exper- 
iences upon career developi^ent and the ability of 
youqg people to acquire and maintain satisfactory 
emplo^ent, (6) factors leading to the fulfillment of 
'educati^al and career plans, and (7)Hte develop- 
ment or life goals, social attitudes, and participation 
in immunity activities. * * * . . 



An.alyses of data fromJUie National'i^^j^ment of 
^Educationd progress will incfude chan^ in science 
performance over three assessments,- charfges in 
' *mathematics performance between two lissessmente, 
ahd reports on the performance of .17 year-olds in 
consumer and basic life skills. 

Methodological Studies 

Methodological^ studies assfst the Center in 
advancing the accuracy, comparability, and cover* 
\ age ^f Mhe data acquired in its surveys and in 
liroviding analytical measures jmd indicator' used 
for deriving the me^ng and significance or educa- 
tion data. Major activities in' 1978 and 1979 are 
described*in ^thj^ following section. ^ 

Statistical Analysis Group in Education (SAGE)^ 
Establijshed in 1976 to.explo/e problems in §u0ey 
' • methodology, SAGE-vHll continue to develop and 
appfy social' indicatofs in the field of education and 
stufctuiie data baseaior greater analytical utility. 



,Thus far SAGE has produced: 
•A prototype cost-bf-education index for elemeft- 
tary-secondary education . which is a measure^ of ^ 
costs and need independent of school district wealth 
and wilUngness or ability to pay for fe^ucation ser- 
vices. Correlatibns have ^n computed b^een the 
index and selected socioeconomic variabl&such as ' 
proportiop minorities, elementary school enroll- 
ment, percent.Federal revenues, and teacher-pupil 
ratios. * * 

•A study of the tradeoffs between costs and preci- 
sion for sampling nonrespondents in longitudinal 
studies. ^ . " 

• A report describing several Indicators for measur- 
ing the benefits of^ucation. - 

• A user's maSSal for the NCES' elementary-^- 
»'ondary education data files on staffing, pupilsr, and 

finance. , ^ ^ 

• During the next 2 'years SAGE will study and 
report on the following: ' ' . 
•Techniques for making reliable estnnates from 
partial data to hasten the reporting of Elected 

% important data iten^. 

. • Specifications and fi^ocedures for establishing re- 
liability and^ validity m recurring NCES surveys. 

• Indicators to measure the fmancial healthrof col- 
' leges and universities. 

• SAGE will, also continue to structure and paerge 
.riICE§ data \vith other data bases to expand, the 
Center*s,analytical capabilities: - ^' 



Census Data i>y School District— The geographical 
boundaries /or each of the approximately 12,000 
school 4^^ts in the tJnited States, which have 
enrollments of 300 or more, have been updated to 
1974 on NCES' School District Geographic Refer- 
ence Computer Tape. The Tape aggregates, to the 
school distnct level, social iand economic data from 
the 1970 Census pf Population and Housing, which 
were collected on a different geographic base. 

The project makes possible subcounty allocations 
for ESEA Title I funds and provides the Jiasis for 
correlatii^g census with school ^trict data. Thus 
population and economic data are available^ to 
school district planners, and ^ministfators to accom- 
modate changes 'in kindergarten and^ first-grade 
enrollment and population shifts, and to plan lor 
school facilities and staff, dropout^revention, and 
school desegregation. « 

In 1979^ the Center will<begin remapping SB^of the 
approximately 16,O0O school districts iih preparation 
for the 1980 Census. 

■% 

Other StudiesSCES is , conducting a study of 
youth unemployment and education in industrial 
nations to develop indicators fiiat may provide in- 
sight about auditions in the JJifited States. This will 
be conEipleted 1978. 

« * . * 

In 1979 projects will be initiated: to develop indica- 
tors of life-long learning in the United States and 
other industrial nations; to assess ^ntemational edu- 
cation need0, trends, and critical problems; and to 
develop a n^dbook for cross-referencing and estab- 
lishing comparability between the United States sys- 
tem of educational classification and the UNESCO 
International Standard Classification of iBducation. 
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'Dissemination ' ^ . 

* NCES disseminates information to users in many 
forms. A wide variety of reports are available in 
printed fofm: Data are also distributed on microfiche 

v^d computer tape and through special tabulations. 
An inibrmation and refei:ence service answers 
approximately 13^000 inquiries per year from legisla- 
tors» government agencies, business and other orga- 
nizations, education institutions, ^d private citizens. . 
A remote access system provides users with statisti- 
cal data from tem^nals located in many pdts of the 
United States: More than 60 d^ta bases from 
NCES, Office for Qvil Rights, Bureau pf Postsecond- 
ary EducaticMi, and the Bureau of the Census are 
available through this remote access system. NCES 
also directs tht Federal interagency consortium of 
users of education statistics, composed of representa- 
tives from more* than 30 * Federal ^agencies and 
Congr^ional staffs. The purpose of the consortium 
is4o-ffieprporate hi^*demand d^ta tapes in a c^- 
tniJiz^libra^ and make them available through the 
remote access system. 
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Dur^^g 1978 emphasis is being placed On improving , 
existing operations and on developing major compo- 
nents of a unified dissemination program to provide ' 
more timely i^(^rmation. Recent changes in the 
formats of the-^Center*s products, the production 
process, and methods of distribution have reduced 
costs and have increased user access to more jup-to- 
date information. Such changes include: (1) substan- 
tial increases in the number of early data releases, 
bulletins which describe highlights of selected sur- 
vey results, and computer tapes from surveys and * 
studies, (2) reduction of nonanalytic summafy tab- 
ular reports, (3) cancellation of several publications 
with detailed data by institution al^ provision^of . 
these detailed institutional data through microfiche, 

(4) limited distribution of eomplimentary copies of 
publications and revised mailing lists tailored to user ^ 
npeds, and (5) streamlining of the production process 
for all of 'these pro4ucts to reduce the time lag^ 
between data coUection'amt^eporting. A significant 
modification of the production process is the cefi* 
tralization of all of the data processing activities^ 
which, oveVithe long term, will accelerate availabd- 
ity of coipputer tapes^^d microfidie products, 
facilitate an increase in in-house analyses, and ex- 
pand the^-ec^ability of the remote, on-line access 
system by making data available in graphic as well as 
tabular form. ^ ^ 

During 1979 NCES will augment andTiirtfier in- 
tegrate the dissemination^activities with particular 
emph^ on: (1) streamlinmg the information service 
to respond more quickly to statistical queries, (27 
expanding the reference service to provide brief 
specialized analyses* requested by ^Federal and 
Congressional users; (3) examining the unpact of ^ 
current changes, • especially the reduction in 
nonanalytic tabular reports, (4) documenting com-\ 
*puter tapes to permit t6e by the general public, and v 

(5) producing special user tapes that integrate data 
frbm.several surveys. , . ♦ • 
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NCES Activities: 

ite4 Costs for Fiscal Years 1978^ and 1979 ' 



/ Budget 



Btidgei line items . 


* • 


-«1978 Appropriation 


1979 Estimate 




Education Statistics 




$7,237,000 


$8,716,000 




Statistical Services 




6,703,000 - 


7,224j000 






Ass&^ce 


2,816,000 


• 4,056,000 






Analysis 


2,759,000 


, 2,162,000 


p 


Dissemuation 




lj^,000 ' - 


' 1,006,000 • 




T^taJ 




ia^MOjOoo- ^ 


^^fc 15^,000 


^ 
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